Complement component analysis in angiodema. Diagnostic value.
Complement component analysis is valuable for differentiating the various types of angioedema. Patients with hereditary angioedema have decreased levels of C1 esterase inhibitor and C4 in the presence of normal amounts of C3 and C1q. Acquired C1 esterase inhibitor deficiency secondary to malignant disease is also manifested by depressed C1 esterase inhibitor and C4, but decreased C1q levels distinguish it from hereditary angioedema. Normal values for these complement components are found in persons with allergic angioedema.